[image: image1.png]<V
Y Z
" w
< X
W
BFA
ENC
=z 0





                                                      [image: image4.jpg]e B regee—




Dear Friends of Church Camping:








January 2012
Our goal at camp in 2012 is to serve an average of 10% (Tithe) of the kids in each UM congregation.  You are an integral part of making this happen.   It has been said that a week of camp is equal to a year of Sunday school in terms of faith formation.  A Barna study concluded that 65% of all Christians find their faith by the age of 18.  Proverbs 22:6 says to “Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray.”  When we baptize a child, our job as a faith community is to be sure that child is nurtured in their faith “the right way”  so “when old, they will not stray”.  Summer church camp is only one tool to help this happen, but it is a valuable and effective tool in faith transformation.  Site DirectorsTrent and Derek are products of transformation at church camp.

Your help in disseminating the resources downloadable at the “CAMP RESOURCES” link at www.campfontanelle.com to all parties who work directly with prospective campers is much appreciated.  This task is often shared and varies greatly from church to church due to size and resources available.  If all pastors, secretaries, UM Women, camp coordinators, youth directors, and children ministry folks would share this information about camping in EACH of their ministries, then the camps would be indebted to you.  If there is anything the camps can do to serve you, please let us know.  If you have a specific contact person within your church, we ask for you to let us know who that is and how to best contact that person for future correspondence.  
The CAMP RESOURCES includes ideas to promote camping in your church.  A Camp Sunday  is one such idea.  The focus of a Camp Sunday is to share about camp during church services and/or Sunday school.  Trent and Derek annually visit churches throughout the winter and spring months.  (generally,  between the two of us we can visit two separate parishes per Sunday)  Consider planning an annual Camp Sunday.  Also under CAMP RESOURCES are ideas for hosting a camping Sunday at your church even if Trent and Derek are not available.  Over 200 United Methodist church communities are served by Camp Fontanelle, therefore it is not possible for Trent and Derek to reach each church every year.  Big or small, we want to visit every church that requests our services as time allows.
Bulletin blips and newsletter articles are also available to easily share about camping opportunities at camp.  We encourage you  to utilize these weekly and monthly resources in bulletins and newsletters to inform everyone about the ways that camp can serve you and your community.  These documents will also be available on our website under the “CAMP RESOURCES” link so materials can be edited, copied and pasted as needed.
We have no small task before us to carry out Jesus’ challenge to change lives.  Everyone plays a part in whether we succeed in changing the lives of our children.  Whether it is providing scholarship money, praying, inviting friends to camp, teaching Sunday school, volunteering time or talents, BIG or small, there is a difference that each person can make towards this end.  Thank you for prayerfully considering what kind of difference you might make in a child’s life through camping!
RESOURCES:




In service to you through camping,
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-Camp Fontanelle Events Sheet


-Camp Fontanelle Summer Camp Schedule

-Letter to Camp Coordinator



-Ideas to promote camping in your church

Derek Bergman – Camp Fontanelle Assistant Site Director

-Bulletin Blips
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-Newsletter Articles







Trent Meyer – Camp Fontanelle Site Director

NEEDS:

-Volunteers ( Summer camp counselors, in costume representative from EACH church for “Search for Treats” Oct. 21 from 2-5 pm
-Scholarships for campers ( local level and for kids without a church family

-Quilts for quilt auction on Sept. 16, 2012 AND bidders for quilts (invite quilt lovers to the BBQ)
-Prayer support and help raising “Tithe” of campers from each church

-Golf carts, picnic tables, storage sheds, kayaks, arrows, more items on our website.
-Name and contact information (email, phone, physical address) for camp contact in each church
