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November 18, 2011
Dear Friends,
God is good!  The year 2011 in review has been one of great blessings.  Many of our campers had a spiritual awakening this past summer.  Stories of change and rededication provide testimony to the power of the Holy Spirit working through summer camping ministries.  Our hope is that through your continued support and prayers children of all ages might be challenged to grow in their faith as children of God.  That is the heartbeat of the existence of summer camp.
For the first time we are offering a tangible gift card that can be given as birthday gifts, Christmas gifts, and ‘just because’ to your loved ones.  Plastic gift cards in $25 and $50 denominations can be purchased.  Gift cards can be purchased by contacting Camp Fontanelle.   Send a check for the amount desired and mailing address where you’d like them sent.  The cards can be redeemed like cash at camp for camp registrations and are good for 3 summer seasons before they expire.  A card purchased today would be good for the 2012, 2013, or 2014 camping season!  My grandpa sent me to camp for the first time when I was 13 years old.  It was a definitive spiritual experience in my life.  I am certain I would not have gone to camp without his love and care for me and my future.  Consider giving the gift of camp this year.  

Projects which have been completed in 2011 include the renovation of A-frames 3-A and 3-B.  These A-frames are now 18 feet longer with freshly painted permanent bunks and electricity.  Campers now enjoy ceiling fans and large fans at the end of the A-frames.  New mattresses were also purchased.  New tarps were purchased and sewn to cover the screens on the ends of the A-frames.  Many positive comments were received throughout the summer.  Many thanks I extend to the many volunteers who made this project possible.  Volunteers and our dedicated supporters drive every success at camp.  Thank you.

Camp Fontanelle made a couple of purchases in 2011 which will benefit visitors and the camp in the long run.  A 40’ x 80’ big white tent was purchased for just under $11,000.  This tent will be used annually at the BBQ (we had rented for $1250 each year) and is also available for weddings and large group gatherings.  Local churches can make donations for the use of this tent as well.  Additionally, a 65’ x 31’ jumping pillow was purchased adding to possible activities for summer campers to enjoy as well as provide an added attraction to our fall pumpkin patch and corn maze.  The weekend fall activities of the pumpkin patch and corn maze run from the BBQ through the 1st weekend in November.  This year over 6,000 people visited Camp Fontanelle’s fall activities representing a 50% increase over 2010 numbers and a gross of $40,000 raised for support of our summer camp programs.  Local awareness of the camp has increased greatly.  Thank you.

Another counted coup was the completion of 5 RV Pads with full utilities.  In 2008 the board approved the installation of these pads to provide a place for long term volunteer groups such as NOMADS and VIM to be able to park and call home for a few weeks while volunteering.  Such help will allow the camp to tackle bigger construction projects on an annual basis.  The RV pads will also be utilized for family camps so families can sleep in the privacy/comfort of their own RV’s.  A NOMADS group will be visiting in May of 2012 to help construct our restroom/storm shelter.  Again, much volunteer help made this project possible.  Thank you!

Finally, we are constructing a Phase 1 storm shelter/restroom facility with hopes of being completed by BBQ 2012.  The 900 square foot ground level restrooms and walk out basement storm shelter will provide comfort and safety to both summer campers and visitors year round.  No more port-a-potties for fall activities!  Phase 2 plans include a large covered picnic shelter with kitchen area to allow for church picnics and family reunions.  Again, your help and support make projects like this possible.  This camp is only as good as the people who make it a reality along with a healthy dose of God’s guidance and blessing.  Know that the sharing of your gifts, time, talents, and prayers is much appreciated.  Thank you!

As we embark on new challenges and new adventures for 2012, your help and prayers are again needed.  From general budget support to making the storm shelter/restrooms a reality, there is a part that only you can play.  Please prayerfully consider what God would have you do to give God glory through the happenings at Camp Fontanelle.  Enclosed is an envelope and return slip for gifts.  If you want to designate funds for the Storm Shelter, please indicate so.  If you’d like to give in other ways, you can also notify the camp of such desires.

I am so grateful for all that God has done through His people here at Camp Fontanelle.  For over 50 years kids have come to camp with certain expectations to discover that God has so much more in store.  May God bless you and keep you, may God’s face shine upon you and give you peace as we go forward in service to God’s children at camp and where you live.


Thank you and God bless,
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